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Myanmar: ITUC demands urgent international action after five years of military
rule

Five years after the military coup on 1 February 2021, the people of Myanmar are victims
of a brutal regime that must face sustained international action to re-establish democracy.
Continued inaction is tantamount to collaboration with repression and violence.

“On this grim anniversary, the ITUC reaffirms its unwavering solidarity with the
people of Myanmar and their trade unions in their courageous struggle for
democracy, peace and dignity in the face of relentless, organised cruelty. There is
no excuse for inaction by businesses and governments.”

- ITUC General Secretary Luc Triangle -

The military’s recent attempt to stage so-called “elections” in selected areas was a sham,
conducted under conditions of fear, coercion and violence. Over the past five years, the
scale of atrocities has continued to grow:

= More than 6,000 civilians, activists and trade unionists have been killed or
executed.

= Around 30,000 people have been arbitrarily arrested or detained.

= Over 3.5 million people have been forcibly displaced.

= Widespread forced labour, including in industrial zones.

= The military continues to rely on international supply chains, jet fuel, illicit
finance and fraud networks.

“Five years on, there can be no normalisation of military rule. Governments, businesses
and international organisations must fully implement the ILO Article 33 measures. This
means cutting all ties that enable the junta’s violence, including the supply of jet fuel,
military equipment and financial flows. There is a clear path to end forced labour and
restore fundamental rights, and it must be followed,” added Luc Triangle.

Five years on, silence and inaction are not options. The ITUC calls on the international
community to act decisively and stand with the people and the Confederation of Trade
Unions Myanmar (CTUM) until democracy is restored.
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