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— (ExX) —
United States: ITUC in solidarity with workers and communities fighting for
democracy

The ITUC expresses its solidarity with workers and communities in Minneapolis, and
stands with the AFL-CIO in mourning the killing of union member Alex Pretti, calling for
a full and transparent investigation.

The ITUC voices grave concern about the growing challenges to democracy in the USA.
Alex Pretti was a 37-year-old intensive care nurse and public employees’ union member
who was shot dead by US Customs and Border Patrol officers during an ongoing
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) operation in Minnesota.

“Public authorities have a duty to protect life, uphold the rule of law, and ensure
accountability through due process. They must not bring violence and chaos into
communities.”

ITUC General Secretary Luc Triangle



"The events in Minneapolis highlight worrying challenges to democracy in the United
States. The excessive use of force, the scapegoating of migrant workers and minorities,
and efforts to criminalise protests, including those supported by trade unions, are
putting democratic rights at risk.
"Freedom of association, the right to peaceful protest and respect for the rule of law are
pillars of democracy and trade unionism. They are most critical at times of social or
political disagreement.”
The Trump administration has pursued an agenda that systematically undercuts the
rights and protections of workers, including the unprecedented attack on federal
workers’ collective bargaining. The administration’s policies have provided tax cuts for
the wealthiest households, while the majority of workers experience low wages that
make it hard to afford basic goods.
The situation in the United States reflects, and intensifies, a wider global trend. Across all
regions, democracy and trade unions are under attack:
= Workers are increasingly confronted with authoritarian responses as protests
and collective mobilisations are treated as matters of “security” rather than as
legitimate expressions of democracy.
* Repression is becoming the first response to the social and economic demands of
workers at a moment when inequality is increasing at an alarming rate.
=  Women, migrant workers, LGBTQI workers and all workers in precarious and
informal employment are being deliberately targeted, silenced and marginalised.
“We see the rise of disorder globally. Power is abused through coercion rather than
cooperation. Trade and economic relations are being used as weapons, while force and
intimidation are replacing multilateral solutions, and open imperialism seeks to control
land and natural resources. Ultimately, no one benefits from a world built on insecurity,
autocracy and unilateralism,” added Luc Triangle.
Working people in the U.S, and around the world, are paying the price for these choices.
Cuts to public services, attacks on social protection and a deepening cost-of-living crisis
are eroding rights, livelihoods, safety and solidarity. At the same time, wealth is being
accumulated by a billionaire elite at an unprecedented pace. This is not a coincidence; it
is the result of political and economic decisions that systematically favour capital over
labour. This directly contributes to the acute crises faced by working people in places
like Minneapolis.
Luc Triangle concluded: “This is the billionaire coup the ITUC has warned about: a
coordinated assault on democracy in which extreme wealth is deliberately converted
into political power to undermine rights, weaken institutions and attack and divide
working people.

“From Minneapolis to every region of the world, the ITUC stands with workers in
resisting repression, rejecting division and fighting for democracy. We will fight
for democracy because it is not an abstract ideal, it forms the very foundation of
workplace rights, social justice and shared prosperity.”
ITUC General Secretary Luc Triangle

United States: ITUC in solidarity with workers and communities fighting for democracy -
International Trade Union Confederation



https://www.ituc-csi.org/Take-Back-Democracy-Stop-the-Billionaire-Coup
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